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A Message from Mark Hughes  

St. Johnôs College 
Newsletter  

Dear Parents, Carers and Friends, 

Firstly, my apologies that this is the first newsletter that you have received this term. I will make no excuses 

except to make a New Yearôs Resolution to do better in 2012!  My plan would be for a half termly newsletter 

so please expect the next one in February! 

As you are aware, the new academic year started in September with some significant changes in the staff 

team, a new management structure and further changes to classrooms, curriculum and time-table structure.  

Often with so much change comes uncertainty and heightened anxieties but I am hugely impressed by how 

well the staff, and in particular the learners at St. Johnôs have coped and responded.  I also have seen a sig-

nificant profile of success for a large number of our College learners and this was very much reflected in our 

recent full Ofsted inspection. 

As you will be aware, the College had an Ofsted Monitoring Visit in October. This is a óhealth checkô to see if 

the College is making reasonable progress from the last  full inspection (November 2009). 

 

We received very positive feedback form Diane Stacey (Inspector) who judged the following outcomes; 

 

Self assessment and improvement planning ï Reasonable progress 

Recording systems for capturing learner progress ï Insufficient progress 

Quality of provision ï Significant progress 

Leadership and management ï Significant progress 

Management effectiveness ï Significant progress 

 

It is rare in my experience, to have feedback from Ofsted inspectors that could be described as óeffusiveô. On 

this occasion however, Diane Stacey said in her verbal feedback that, ñthe College is buzzing, alive and moti-

vated, and that the massive improvements on the site, in such a short period of time, was outstandingò. 

 

So, all in all, a very positive Ofsted visit, for which I commend and acknowledge 

the staff team. 

 

May I also thank you all for the continued support you give to St. Johnôs and for 

your continued honest dialogue and feedback during a period of change. 

As Christmas fast approaches, may I, on behalf of the Trustees, Governors and 

staff team, wish you a happy and joyful Christmas and our very best wishes for a 

healthy and successful New Year!  

Mark 

College Life  

Have yourselves a very merry Christmas!  
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It has been an extremely 
busy and productive term 
for fundraising and market-
ing. Applications for various 
projects have been flying 
out at quite a pace and I am 
pleased to report some suc-
cess stories already. We 
have received £4,000 from 
the Southover Manor Trust 
for the installation of a ñSafe 
Spaceò environment, 
£2,000 from the Hedley 
Foundation for the purchase 
of a mobile sensory unit and 
£300 from the Percy Bilton 
Charity for the purchase of 
new tools for the workshop 
in Seaford.  I am hopeful 
that we will receive further 
funding in the New Year from other organisations including the Wooden Spoon Foundation for 
the installation of new sensory environments. Wooden Spoon visited us earlier in the term and 
were extremely impressed with St Johnôs, our staff and of course our fantastic learners. I am 
continuing to make applications for a variety of projects and welcome suggestions for projects 
and facilities that would benefit our learners. I have also formed a fundraising committee who 
have now met twice this term. This committee is there to support me in my role and help plan 
exciting fundraising events throughout the year. Plans are already in the pipeline for a fund-
raising comedy night to be held next term the details of which I will communicate when they 
are confirmed. 

  

In other news, St. Johnôs was exhibiting at the Learning Disability Today Exhibition in London 
at the end of November (see picture, above).  This event was extremely successful and was a 
fantastic opportunity for St. Johnôs to show off all that we do and achieve. I am hoping that we 
will exhibit regularly at these types of events in the future as they are not only important from a 
marketing aspect but also in helping us to form good partnerships and relations with other or-
ganisations and people within our sector. 

  

I am confident that I will have more good news to share with you next term but please let me 
take this opportunity to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy and Healthy New 
Year! 

  

Edward Romain (Marketing and Fundraising Officer)   

Marketing and Fundraising Update   



December 2011 - St. Johnôs College Newsletter - www.st-johns.co.uk 

Page 3 

Congratulations to Mrs. Jean 

Wolstencroft of Portslade 

who was the lucky winner of 

the balloon race. Jean's    

balloon travelled a total    

distance of 151 miles! Jean 

is the Mum of our College 

learner Emma. 

Well Done! and thank you to  

everyone who entered. 

The Great Balloon 

Race:  

and the winner is?  

Achievement & Graduation  

Ceremony  

A big Thank You! to everyone who      

attended our Achievement and    

Graduation Ceremony at the 

Brighthelm Centre on the Wednes-

day 20
th
 July, it was a great suc-

cess and an excellent chance to 

wish all our Class of 2011 leavers 

the very best of luck for the future. 

 

Seaford Food Room News  

A group of students have just started a course from 

Edexcel called 'Home cooking skills' which is a practical 

course, based around cooking with fresh produce to 

produce healthy economical meals. 

 

The students have used produce from the garden to 

make a variety of soups and are now practicing their 

bread making skills using fresh yeast. Last week saw 

walnut and raisin bread from Tristan, Gruyere loaf from 

Joseph and Alex experimented making chocolate 

loaves. 

Learners from St. Johnôs   

College helped to open a new 

branch of Sainsbury on the 

Friday 8th July in Brighton at 

the bottom of St. Jamesôs 

Street. Sainsbury have kindly 

donated Ã500 to St. Johnôs 

and have also offered the 

chance of work experience 

opportunities for our learners. 

St. Johnôs will be this 

branchôs charity for the whole 

year. The £500 will be going 

towards the purchase of some much needed new football 

strips for the College. 

A massive thank you to Harry Wendon and all the staff at        

Sainsbury! 

 

Edward Romain (Marketing and Fundraising Officer)   

St. Johnôs Learners Open New 

Sainsbury's  
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When we first heard of the 

plans for Cornerways post 

19 we were eager to see 

the results. 

Now the dust has finally 

settled the house is even 

better than we imagined. 

The builders, maintenance 

team and Cornerways staff 

have all worked extremely 

hard to get the house up 

ŀƴŘ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ 

been worth while. 

The learners have returned 

to a fresh, spacious and 

welcoming post 19 home 

from home. 

Two spacious bedsits have 

complemented the already 

large ensuite bedrooms, 

the old dining room is now 

a bright kitchen / diner 

area and the lounge has 

new furniture and a large 

60 inch TV. 

A new decked garden at 

the rear will make a per-

fect BBQ venue when the 

sun appears. 

All in all Cornerways post 

19 looks set to have a 

bright future ahead. 

an accessible flat  

with a mega wetroom 

An exterior facelift 

a groovy 

lounge 
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Good luck to the care team with this exciting 

ƴŜǿ ǾŜƴǘǳǊŜΦ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƴŜȄǘΚ ! ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ 

at Framfield and some more independence 

flats at Borradaile? watch this space... 

2 Independence flats with their own 

kitchen and bathrooms 

6 en suite bedrooms with  

internet  

& sky TV access 

a funky  

deck a new kitchen/diner 

Independence kitchen 

   a city centre address 


