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A letter from Simon
Dear Parents and Carers,

Please make a note of June 20th at 12.00 
and also later at 19.00 when I will be doing 
a Parent/Carer Zoom Virtual Meeting with 
those of you that would like to join in.

Clearly, it is difficult at St. John’s with a site 
in Seaford and one in Brighton and some 
learners on day placements and some on 
residential placements, for parents and 
carers to get together. By using a Zoom 
Meeting we can get together virtually and 
I would like to invite you to ‘meet’ with 
me and other parents and carers at one of 
these times.

The theme of the Q & A will be: looking 
back on the year: what went well and 
how can we be even better as a school 
and college? Please log in and join in the 
discussion with me and other parents and 
carers with your questions and comments. 
You will be sent more technical details 
nearer the day.

In order to improve communication even 
more we will be reporting more frequently 
about your son/daughter’s progress. In 
addition to the comprehensive Annual 
Review Report you will also get: an end of 
academic year report in July and a short 
summary end of term report in either 
December or March (depending on when 
your Annual Review is scheduled next 

year). These reports will follow our St. 
John’s format of reporting around our five 
placement outcomes and Functional Skills.

I am delighted that Karen is now 
established in place formally as Principal at 
the College and Fran Pass will be joining us 
in September as Headteacher at the School. 
We are fortunate as an organisation to have 
two such experienced leaders in place to 
lead Teaching and Learning.

Look out for our history of St. John’s book 
which we are publishing in September and 
the launch of our major new fundraising 
campaign, Building Futures.

Best wishes,

Simon.

CEO

P.S. If any Parents or Carers who live a long 
distance from the School or College would 
like to be a Parent Governor but can’t make 
every meeting we can arrange for you to 
Skype to some meetings during the year. 
Please don’t let distance put you off.



Monday 19th February 2018, 9.30-10.30am

Tuesday 17th April 2018, 9.30-10.30am

5th June 2018, 9.30-10.30am

Parent and Carers support group

Last one of the year!



Seaford Education

Pathways 2, 3 and 3a have been working on 
making their own movie trailers in ICT!
From “happily ever after” to “what 
happened next!”

The whole school have been enjoying  
food from all over the world!! The smells 
coming from the Food Tech room are 
always very tempting!

Pathway 3a are very active and all love 
being outside! From muddy walks in  
the forest to going for a walk on the  
beach in the sunshine! They love being 
active and finding new things to do in the 
great outdoors!

Pathways 1 and 2 are getting ready for their 
summer production of Romeo and Juliet, 
their hard work is paying off and they are 
now Shakespearean experts! You will just 
have to wait and see them in action! 

Making Movies!

Cooking like crazy!

Let’s get outside!

Wherefore art thou Romeo?



College Residential
Framfield

The learners returned with a spring in their 
step following the Easter Holidays and have 
been enjoying the spring sunshine in and 
around Sussex.

They have had lots of outings to the 
local beach and everyone has enjoyed 
sampling various Ice Cream Parlours in and 
around Seaford! We haven’t yet found our 
favourite…

In-house, everyone continues to work hard 
towards their independent livings skills, 
taking more responsibility for their own 
laundry and keeping their bedrooms tidy. 
We have just received a delivery of some 
new outdoor games including Giant 
Connect 4 and Adult Space Hoppers and all 
learners are keen to get into the garden and 
enjoy their new purchases! 

Over the past few weeks all learners 
in Framfield have busied themselves 
accessing various activities in the local 
community. Andrew and Harry have been 
to Churchill Square on numerous occasions 
and they thoroughly enjoyed visiting the 
Lego shop – their personal favourite! Gus 
continues to attend his Choir session every 
Tuesday evening which he thoroughly 
enjoys. Max and David enjoy their weekly 

Unified Rhythm sessions and Luke, David 
and William have worked fantastically 
hard towards their travel training, all 
now travelling to and from college 
independently via the public bus, with 
David even commuting independently to 
his Unified Rhythm session each week. Well 
done everyone! Fantastic work!  



Pier View

The 'girls' at Pier View have returned from 
the Easter Break happier than ever. 
Everyone continues to work hard towards 
their independent living skills, taking more 
responsibility for their own laundry and 
keeping their bedrooms tidy. 

Rose, Tara, Sadie and Martha are all 
helping to prepare meals during the week 
and at the weekends, usually a recipe of 
their choice. Everyone’s culinary skills 
are blossoming and there are some 
exceptionally tasty dishes being created in 
the Pier View kitchen! 

Tara is currently accessing an Indian Foot 
Massage Course at Brighton MET on a 
Tuesday evening which she thoroughly 
enjoys and is picking up some key skills 
to help her on her way to becoming a 
masseuse in the future. 

Rose has worked exceptionally hard on her 
independent walk to the local shop. She 
now does this with limited support and 
after the Half Term holiday will be walking 
solo. Well done Rose! 

Martha has been extremely helpful around 
the house of late and is often the first to 
assist with the kitchen tidy after evening 
meals. Wiping down sides, taking out the 
bins and covering and labelling food – 
Martha’s on it! 

Sadie has thoroughly enjoyed the 
Spring sunshine and loves nothing 
more than walks in the Sussex 
countryside! When in-house, Sadie 
has thoroughly enjoyed using her new 
Karaoke machine, singing her favourite 
classics in her free time and spending 
time on her swing – looking out over 
the views of Brighton. 



This term our learners went to Petworth 
House in West Sussex. They enjoyed  
looking around the incredible paintings.  
The learners read up facts about each  
one. There were some very famous 
paintings by Turner. They also got to see 
many different sculptures which everyone 
loved. Afterwards, the learners enjoyed 
walking around the deer park and lake. It 
was a beautiful day so they had a picnic  
and played games on the grass before 
going home.

It’s been a very busy month. We've been 
cooking up a storm both in the kitchen  
and on the BBQ during the hot weather. 
We've also enjoyed a number of indoor  
and outdoor activities such as Monopoly 
and outings to the Sky High trampoline 
park. We're looking forward to some  
more hot and sunny days out over the  
next few months!

Cornerways

Borradaile House



Oscar P. showed amazing circus skills and 
even managed to balance 3 plates at once! 
He was also amazing on the dance floor 
showing off his break dancing prowess  
and handstand skills. He also enjoyed 
several visits to the photo booth, choosing 
various props to accompany all the funny 
face pulling!

Daniel R. enjoyed visiting all the stalls in the 
market place independently and filling his 
sticker card. Daniel's highlight was when he 
sang Circle of Life at the busk stop with his 
peers joining him.

Brighton Education
Deborah's tutor group  

The Learner Journey Conference 



Christopher L. enjoyed getting lots of bus 
stickers from the Brighton and Hove Bus 
Company and also liked colouring in a bus 
on a giant colouring pad the therapy team 
had on their stall. Christopher's highlight 
had to be joining in with his peers at the 
busk stop singing various songs, notably 
“Tale as Old as Time” and “Let It Go.”

Andrew H. had an amazing day. Normally 
a little reluctant to join in with a lot of 
activities, he happily engaged with various 
people on the stalls and even enjoyed 
doing weights and throwing hoops with our 
sports teacher, Matt Clarke. He also used 
the green screen and took video footage of 
his peers and staff on the dance floor.

Joel E. also had a fabulous time looking 
around the stalls and collecting several 
stickers. He too joined in with Matt doing 
sit ups and throwing hoops. He also made 
a lovely rainbow cup created with coloured 
sago pearls and had a great time on the 
dance floor. 

Barnaby enjoyed visiting the stalls in 
the market place and joined Oscar to 
show off his maths skills in a game using 
dice. Barnaby is most at home when he 
is performing, and the learner journey 
conference was a great place for him to 
show off his musical talents. He did a 
fabulous performance of “Let it go” and 
also played keyboard to ”Tale as Old as 
Time,” helped sing and then played drums 

for “Circle of Life.” Barnaby also joined in 
with several of his peers to sing the Robbie 
Williams hit song “Angels.”

A fabulous day for all of Deborah's tutees, 
the memories of which will stay with them 
for a lifetime.



Adam’s Tutor Group

Ross’s Tutor Group

St. John’s annual Learner Journey 
Conference was held at the Jurys Inn Hotel 
on Brighton seafront and it was a really 
great event that the whole tutor group 
engaged in and enjoyed.

Highlights from our Tutor group included 
the 'Busk stop' where learners could 
perform music, Pietro wowed the audience 
by singing and playing guitar to his 
favourite heavy metal track and Grant 
performed “Hit the Road Jack” with 
members of staff as a backing band. Here 
we see Grant hanging out with the excellent 
magician who came and mesmerised the 
crowds with his close-up card tricks and 
sleight of hand. A great day out!

The tutor group participated in work 
experience for the National Trust on Friday 
4th May. Students Alex C, Kane L and Mark 
G spent the day at Devils Dyke partaking 
in litter picking before making flower 
collages in the afternoon. Furthermore, 
Alex C is also about to take part in an 
exciting opportunity to gain valuable work 
experience on a Farm with the program 
'Farm Buddies' starting in June.



Chloe’s Tutor Group

Rory’s Tutor Group

Joe has been a great travel training  
mentor! Using his phone navigation  
app and experience, Joe independently  
led his peer group from college to  
the Jurys Inn, Waterfront for the Learner 
Journey Conference! 

The Learner Journey Conference was a 
great success and our learners gained so 
much from the experience! Gus enjoyed 
making his own sensory items, choosing 
from a variety of colours creating a 
beautiful rainbow! Max and Gregor were 
able to get involved with the performers 
and entertain everyone with their brilliant 
skills! Denzel wowed everyone with a 
superstar performance singing ‘Hey There 
Delilah’ at the Busking Stop! 

David has been working incredibly hard 
during work experience sessions at Sussex 
University. His duties include organising 
and delivering parcels and post, working on 
reception and practicing health and safety 
when using a fire extinguisher!

The Learner Journey Conference was 
a great way for Rory's Tutor Group to 
show off their amazing talents! Tara W 
demonstrated her fantastic receptionist 
skills by welcoming learners and staff 
as they arrived. Luke R gave us a great 
rendition of “Edelweiss” and “Locomotion” 
at the open mic. Molly H also performed the 
crowd pleaser “Angels” by Robbie Williams, 
getting everyone on their feet singing 
along. Harry W-T showed great enthusiasm 
and interest for a range of different stalls 
available on the day. On the whole, it 
was a pleasant day for all involved and 
allowed the tutor group to illustrate their 
outstanding skills and talents.



Zara’s Tutor Group

Astrid’s Tutor Group

Zara’s group have been enjoying the good 
weather. Some members of the group 
have been on outings, with Josh and Emily 
going out to the Devil’s Dyke litter pick 
and activity day. Jonathan, Emily and Josh 
went out to Shoreham port for a boat ride, 
which was very exciting! Emily also went 
to a sports and activity day out. The whole 
group enjoy spending time in the grounds 
at St. John’s College, particularly the music, 
lawn and outdoor gym! Using the gym with 
friends is great exercise, and a chance to 
have fun together.

This tutor group had a wonderful 
experience at this year’s Learner Journey 
Conference. Based in a hotel near the 
seafront, not only was the walk there full 
of colourful findings (transformers Graffiti) 
they all had a wide range of new and 
exciting activities to learn from. The whole 
group enjoyed developing and experiencing 
new skills with their peers in a welcoming 
and safe environment.



Ed’s Tutor Group

This term I want to tell you about Aida’s 
exhibition. She is in her second year at 
St. John's and has made some amazing 
progress since starting. She is particularly 
fond of her painting sessions during which 
over the course of time she has required 

Catherine’s Tutor Group

This is Tom L, Harry E and Benedict S. Here 
they are in the audience for the open mic 
session put on by Jo the drama teacher. 
They had a great time watching their  
peers perform their favourite songs, and 
they all sang along and danced to their  
own favourites.

increasingly less support. Aida had her 
paintings featured in exhibitions at the 
Jubilee Library and Café Plenty in 2017 
and is currently exhibiting at a pop-up 
gallery alongside 26 other local artists at 
The Montague Quarter in Worthing. The 
exhibition opened on the 12th April and will 
end on the 27th May. Aida has always loved 
arts and crafts at home and discovered her 
passion and talent for painting towards 
the end of her time attending Downs View 
Link College. Since coming to St. John's 
she has had lots of opportunity to explore 
this passion and has dedicated painting 
sessions to hone her skills. Aida also gets 
fully involved with turning her artwork 
into cards, mugs, t shirts and tote bags 
at Inklusion Print the St. John's Social 
Enterprise. If you would like to check out 
Aida's amazing work then visit her website 
www.aidas-art.com. To keep up to date 
with any news visit www.facebook.com/
aidaashallsart. 



It has been an exciting half term in 
Solutions, with the continuing success 
of our two internal work experience 
placements. Daniel R has completed 
weekly cash counts in Finance, supporting 
the team to count the float from the safe. 
Harry E has also continued to work in 
HR, completing reprographic, sorting and 
collating work. 

In the Solutions work room, we have been 
supporting various departments and 
events, by making visual resources. We 
made labels and travel training packs for 
the Learner Voice Conference and for the 
recent Autism Awareness walk. Solutions 
has had a steady stream of orders coming 
through the various departments across the 
college and we have also been supporting 
the Care Department by duplicating, 
folding and counting the weekly care logs. 
We also support reception with the  
internal and external post as well as with 
the mail-outs. 

Solutions continues to grow and develop 
and the learners within the session are able 
to develop their vocational learning skills 
through Business Admin tasks.  



On Wednesday the 16th and Thursday the 
17th May, our Performing Arts Learners 
performed at the Brighton Fringe Festival. 
They have written and devised a new 
play called “Planetary Escape, Earth's 
on a Mission” which explores the theme 
of climate change in an imaginative and 
comical way. Three friends embark on a 
journey into space to find a new planet 
to live on, meeting aliens along the way 
and learning important life lessons. It 
included live and recorded music written 
and performed by our music learners. 
Our Pathway 1 have also been exploring 
the story through storytelling and drama 
workshops. The Learners have worked 
incredibly hard on the production which 
was performed in our Wolfson Theatre.

This is a picture of the Scrummies Deli 
learners following written instructions for 
making garlic toast, preparing vegetables 
for the dip, labelling, counting toast and 
measuring the dip into small containers. 
Once they’d assembled the snack box they 
delivered them to the café.



In music this term, Pathway 1 learners have 
been exploring the connection between 
art, music and movement. Through 
sensory musical stories, learners have been 
exploring the art of Kandinsky, Van Gogh, 
Hokusai, Brice Marsden, Monet and Matisse 
together with music by Shostakovich, John 
Zorn, Arvo Pärt, Debussy, Brahms and 
Saint-Saëns. Learners in Pathway 2 and 3 
have continued work towards the Fringe 
show, Planetary Escape, and have created 
some fantastic and original  
pieces which made their debut at our  
in-house performance on the 16th May  
and the public performance on the 17th. 

Another highlight this term has been the 
Learner Journey Conference where learners 
were able to perform their favourite 
music at the Busk Stop. There were some 
great performances and a real sense of 
camaraderie amongst the learners. A great 
term so far and so much more to come!

Johnny C, Rhys B, Chris L, Andrew H, Joshua 
C and Jonathan L had a very interesting bus 
depot visit with Brighton and Hove  
Bus Company.

Travel training



The Diversity Stand  
at the Learner Journey Conference

Thanks to all the learners (and Governor 
Len Parkyn!) who came and took part in the 
activities on the PSHE and Diversity stand 
at the Learner Journey Conference. It was 
a joyful, colourful and sensory experience - 
“Making Rainbows to Celebrate Diversity”. 
Diversity is about empowering people by 
respecting and appreciating what makes 
them different - for example: age, gender, 
sexual orientation, ethnicity, national origin, 
religion, education, disability, beliefs  
and language. 

At the stand we had resources explaining 
the meaning of diversity and how important 
it is at St. John’s. Participants could choose 
from a range of coloured sensory sago to 
fill their cup with and decorate it with a mini 
parasol to remind us of sunny days! The 
soaked pearls of sago, which is a vintage 
pudding ingredient similar to tapioca or 
rice, make a great sensory sifting material. 
We added food colourings to create the 
colours of the rainbow. For some learners 
sinking their hands into the colourful pearls 
and handling the sago was very satisfying, 
whereas other learners found it initially 
very challenging to put their hands into this 
strange, unfamiliar mixture. Some learners 
liked to make a perfect rainbow whereas 
others chose their favourite colours. It  
was wonderful to see everyone having  
fun, being creative, making choices and 
learning about the importance of Diversity 
in our communities.



Litter picking at Devils Dyke 
with the National Trust

On Friday 4th May some learners from  
St. John’s had a brilliant opportunity to 
have a day of activities at Devils Dyke with 
the National Trust. It was a beautiful sunny 
day and our teams were taken on a guided 
litter pick walk around the area with some 
wonderful National Trust volunteers. They told 
us lots of interesting information about the 
history, local wildlife and flora and fauna.
After a picnic lunch we made amazing 2D 
trees out of twigs, moss, and leaves (wild art 
material) and discussed the parts of a tree 
and their function.

To round off the day we all sat on the grass 
and played history detectives where we were 
shown a variety of artefacts which were found 
on the Dyke, and then discussed whether they 
could be man-made or naturally occurring.

What a great day!!!!!!



We have had a great start to the year  
with our marathon runners raising in the  
region of £3.5k! Thank you to all who 
donated money towards this event and 
especially thanks to our runners this year,  
Dave Cakebread, Chloe Bedwell and 
Caroline Potter.

St. John’s has been nominated as one of 
the local charity partners for the Brighton 
Marathon in April 2019, we are super 
excited about this especially as it coincides 
with the 10th anniversary of this very 
successful and ever growing event. For this 
reason we are appealing a bit earlier than 
usual for runners to take part in running 
the marathon and also for volunteers on 
the day to come and cheer our amazing 
runners on and to share in their celebration 
at the end!! If you know anyone who is 
a runner or who might like to become 
one and would like to raise funds for St. 
John’s, all we ask is that you raise £500 as 
a minimum sponsorship and we’ll help you 
through the rest!

It’s not all about running though…… If you 
want to fundraise for St. John’s, please 
get in touch, we have a variety of things 
you can do to support us, from cycling the 
Prudential 100 or the Pedal to the Pebbles 
(45 miles), to walking events, cake sales, 
business events or dress down days – 
whatever it is you’re interested in, we want 
to hear from you! 

PLEASE VOTE for St. John’s at all Brighton 
and Hove Tesco sites – we are very lucky to 
be in the running for up to £4k grant from 
the Tesco Bags of Help Scheme! In order for 
us to achieve lots of votes which turn into 

Fundraising

pounds, we need you to go and vote for 
us….. When you have finished at the
checkout, ask for some tokens so you 
can vote for us on your way out! The 
Tesco grant will be used for the Outdoor 
Improvement project.  

Voting May – June 2018. 



#AAD (Autism Awareness Day) was a 
roaring success on social media, in the 
press and on TV. The campaign used a 
‘hold up’ for each learner, stating what 
they were good at. Pictures were shared 
on our Facebook and Twitter pages and 
received followings from: DIY SOS, Nigella 
Lawson, Ken Bruce (Radio 2), Lawrence 
Llewelyn-Bowen, Monty Don's Dog and UK 
Foo Fighters, the latter of which are now 
doing a benefit gig for us on November 
3rd in Brighton at Concorde 2. Some of 
our learners will perform with the UK Foo 
Fighters (Foo Fighters cover band) and we 
will be announcing more soon…. but you 
heard it here first!!

In addition to the successful social media 
campaign, our Autism Awareness Walk  
was featured in the Argus on two occasions 
during the week as an article and part 
of the youth in action photos. Max C 
(Learner) and Sarah Hamilton, who is 
our Employability and Work Experience 
coordinator, were also interviewed on 
Latest TV to talk all about St. John’s.

We want to keep you updated on events at  
St. John’s so please do follow us on 
social media or feel free to drop our new 
Fundraising and Marketing Officer Emma 
Millar an email at: 

emma.millar@st-johns.co.uk 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
StJohnsSussex/

Twitter: https://twitter.com/stjohns_sussex

Campaigns



We had a staff and learner basketball 
match on Friday 23rd March for Sports 
Relief and raised money to help towards 
a variety of causes in Africa and to help 
people in this country with mental health 
problems. Interestingly, basket-ball seems 
to encourage more team-work than 
football! The match was well attended by 
learners who really enjoyed the chance 
to play a basketball match which was 
refereed by Simon Charleton.  George A 
was excellent in the match and showed his 
selflessness by passing to his teammates 
as well as hitting some incredible baskets.  
Gus R was excellent at dribbling with the 
basketball and welcomed the chance to 
play a competitive sport.  Jason B was 
heavily involved in the match and improved 
his dribbling technique as the match 
went on.  It was good to see so many 
learners passing the ball to each other and 
demonstrating important teamwork skills.  
Thomas L, Daniel R and Pietro D B also 
played their part in an excellent game of 
basketball which was played in the right 
spirit.  Jack P had a great cameo role at the 
end of the game where he scored some 
baskets to get a respectable total for his 
team.  Sportsmanship was very evident at 
the end of the game with handshakes all 
round.  The match exemplified the positive 
power of sport in bringing people together.

Sport



Finally, the winter has gone - hooray! With 
the warmer weather we have been busy 
planting a range of vegetables including 
lettuces, carrots, radish, beans and peas 
in our raised beds. We've been going 
sunflower crazy by sowing the seeds, 
planting out young plants and making 
growing packs for a local primary school as 
well as making up branded packs of seeds 
to give away at the Autism Show in June.

We were very excited to sow a wild flower 
bed near the outside gym which will 
hopefully keep our local bee population 
really busy when it blooms. The Flourish 
team have also been harvesting herbs and 
rhubarb and delivering them to Scrummies 
for them to prepare for our lunches.

Watch out for our new enterprise project 
of planting terrariums which will soon be 
ready for sale in the Inspirations shop.



A letter from Karen Grist
Dear Parents & Carers

As this half term draws to a close and we 
wonder where the time has gone, learners 
and staff have enjoyed a range of extra- 
curricular events.

Many of you were able to see this year’s 
super college Fringe performance entitled 
‘Planetary Escape’ via a live stream 
showing. (I understand there will be a DVD 
available shortly!). A huge thank you goes 
to Joanne Horsley our new drama teacher 
and the team of staff who helped to create 
scripts and props and supported learners in 
their rehearsal work.

The college also celebrated Mental Health 
awareness week with daily wellbeing 
activities for learners and staff including 
Bollywood dance, Tea & Talk, Drink Aware, 
Make your Mark, Yoga and a Silent Disco. 
During this week learners competed in the 
Albion football competition and visited the 
local Bus Garage.

As I write this note to you, 50 learners 
and corresponding numbers of staff are 
camping at Blacklands farm. There was a 
real buzz of anticipation and excitement 
as minibuses were loaded up yesterday 
morning and learners were getting ready 
to go. When I visited last night there was a 
calm and orderly campsite, learners were 
enjoying the evening sunshine having had 

supper, some were sorting the inside of 
their tents, some were getting ready to 
have a team game on the grass and some 
had lit a camp fire to be enjoyed as the sun 
went down. I am hoping the rain stays away 
for the rest of the week so that everyone 
can enjoy the outdoor activities scheduled.

This is the time of year when we start to 
consolidate our reflections of the work 
undertaken across the past academic 
year. We collate information from a 
variety of sources, including feedback 
from internal audits, learners, staff and 
external stakeholders. This in turn informs 
our Self Assessment Report (SAR) and 
guides our planning for 2018/19. We are 
providing focused transition support for 
those learners who are leaving us in July, 
planning for those who are progressing 
through their placements and devising 
learning programmes for new young people 
intending to join us in September!

I hope you have a pleasant half term 
holiday and look forward to seeing you at 
our achievement celebrations in July.

Kind regards,

Karen Grist

Principal
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