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A letter from Simon
I would like to welcome all new parents and 
young people to St. John’s.

I hope the new academic year has started well 
for you all? The Governors and Trustees are 
delighted that we now have three colleagues in 
place leading the work of St. John’s.
 
Fran Pass has started as our new Head teacher 
at the School; Karen Grist is developing our 
work at the College and Zoe Willis is leading 
our residential teams across all our sites.
 
I am hoping to ‘meet’ some of you virtually at 
a Zoom meeting on Monday the 22nd October 
at either 12.30 or 19.30. For parents and carers 
who live a long way from the school or college 
these meetings can be a good way of keeping 
in touch and raising any questions with me.  See 
the Zoom meeting details below:

To log on to Zoom you will need to download 
the ‘Zoom App’ to your phone or tablet, input 
the meeting ID below OR alternatively from 
a PC, go to the ‘join url’ address below and 
download Zoom from there, then use the 
Meeting ID to log in. 

Meeting ID: 561-931-5424
Meeting @ 12pm 22/10/2018:
Meeting @ 7pm 22/10/2018  

Join URL: https://zoom.us/j/5619315424

Our History of St. John’s book is going down 
very well and is available from us for £10.00 
or via Amazon Books. It is actually a very 
interesting read with some great pictures.
 
We are very pleased that Ovesco have installed 
solar panels on the Seaview building in Brighton 
and we aim to install some more Solar panels in 
Seaford next summer as well.

 
We are looking forward to meeting you at 
Annual Reviews and other formal and informal 
occasions during the term e.g. the Alumni 
Halloween event on the 18th October. 
 
I hope you found the end of academic year 
report useful in July and you will get another 
short report on your son/daughter’s progress in 
December.

Best wishes

Simon Charleton 

C.E.O.



Parent & Carers support group
Over the last few years parents and carer of St. 
John's learners have been meeting up regularly 
to share information, chat to staff and talk 
about different ways to support St. John's. If 
you fancy coming along please see the dates 
below. 

All meetings take place in Scrummies Cafe at 
the Brighton site.

Seaford parents, please 
contact Fran Pass so we can 
set up a similar group for 
the school.

Tuesday 30th October 2018, 9.30-10.30am

Monday 7th January 2018, 9.30-10.30am

Monday 25th February 2018, 9.30-10.30am

Wednesday 24th April, 9.30- 10.30am

Tuesday 4th June, 9.30- 10.30am



A Message from Fran Pass
We have had an interesting and exciting start to 
the new academic year. New pupils, new staff, 
including Adele Davies-Fletcher - Seaford Care 
Manager, David Jones - Residential Care Leader, 
and myself the new Head Teacher. Lots of new 
building work took place over the summer and 
our new primary unit opened. 

The children and young people have had 
many opportunities to feel proud of their 
achievements.  The number of celebratory 
certificates given out in our weekly award 
ceremony are testament to their ever increasing 
engagement in proactive learning experiences.

We are fortunate to have a team of well 
qualified, dedicated staff who start each day 
with “Golden Moments” of the previous day.  
These have included such events as:

• A neighbour complimenting a learner for 
helping them get a bag for their shopping
• A caller commenting on the good telephone 
manner of a learner doing work experience in 
Reception
• A group of learners singing together.

We are really excited about the year ahead and 
know as we adjust to our new experiences that 
our achievements will grow from strength to 
strength.

Fran Pass

School Head Teacher 



School Residential 
The St. John’s Residential Care Team have 
welcomed new learners to their houses and 
enjoyed catching up with those learners who 
have returned to St. John’s after their summer 
break.

The residential learners continue to enjoy the 
facilities at the school, with regular on-site 
walks, bug hunting, football and swimming 
engaging many of the learners during the 
evenings. Those who like off-site trips have 
walked to local shops or enjoyed trips into 
Seaford, Eastbourne and Brighton.

Our Residential Care Manager Adele Davies-
Fletcher believes that residential learners have 
lots to look forward to in the term ahead. 

“Next term is an exciting one 
for all learners here at the 
school.” Adele said.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Many celebrations occur during this time of 
year with Halloween, Bonfire Night, Christmas, 
Diwali and Hanukkah fast approaching. Those 
learners who would like to celebrate these 
special occasions will be able to do so.” 
Adele can’t wait to see the progress that 
learners will make next term. 

“As a residential team we will 
continue to besupporting 
learners in developing their 
independence skills as well 
as accessing opportunities 
to improve their socialisation 
skills with a variety of  
off-site trips available to our 
learners. We look forward  
to seeing their progression  
in the term ahead.”



Brieanne's Tutor Group

This half term in Brie’s tutor we have been 
working as a team to go up our ladder of 
success to gain 50 points for a reward! All of 
the learners in the class have worked hard and 
are all on their way to the top! 

We have also been looking at a class recycling 
project in correlation with our John Muir 
project. We are also going to be working on our 
class performances for the Christmas Variety 
show! Our class is very creative and have very 
much enjoyed getting to know each other this 
term through the ideas that we have been 
sharing and spending time together as a group.

School Tutor Groups



Seaford Therapy Enterprise  
This year in the Seaford Therapy Enterprise 
learners are exploring creating their own 
sensory stories. The current theme is Halloween 
and the learners are having a go at writing and 
sourcing all the materials to use as props for 
the stories. There have been some exciting and 
spooky ideas so far! 

Some of the learners have been creating some 
new sensory products for the St. John’s sensory 
kits, such as different types of slime, scented 
cloud dough, soap dough and sensory bottles. 

Learners have also been researching and 
designing logos and names for this year’s 
Therapy Enterprise groups. There have been 
some really great ideas and learners have 
stepped up to the challenge with enthusiasm 
and energy.



School Education 
Creative Arts

This half term we have been making some noise 
and learning about different forms of art, from 
music to contemporary dance, we have been 
looking at it all. Learners have been given the 
opportunity to write their own short stories 
which they will be able to read aloud to both 
staff and learners if they so wish. We have been 
learning about the notes in the C scale as well 
as looking at different sound effects we can 
make using hand held instruments. We will be 
working on our Christmas Variety show after 
half term break and can't wait for you all to see 
what we have been working on.

Forest

In Forest, Jordi has had an amazing start to 
the academic year. He has engaged in a wide 
variety of activities and continues to develop 
his choice making and communication skills.



School Education 
New School Radio Show

We have a new and exciting addition this year! 
With a huge thanks to The Downlands Trust 
for their wonderful contribution, we have had 
a modern, functioning radio booth fitted in the 
music department. Every Thursday, each learner 
at the school site will have an opportunity to 
engage with their school radio show in some 
way or another, creating the St. John’s Seaford 
Radio Team. Although it is still early days 
in the formation of the Seaford show, there 
has already been a huge amount of interest 
behind it. Learners of all different interests and 
abilities have been planning and delivering 
radio segments, building each week on their 
communication and independence skills. We 
are currently making podcasts at the school 
but once the learners feel they are ready, the St. 
John’s Seaford Show will be streaming live to a 
radio, tablet or website near you. Stay tuned!



College Residential  
Cornerways

This term at Cornerways we have welcomed 
Samuel and Jay into the house. We have been 
out and about a lot getting involved in many 
activities, the highlight of which was a visit to 
Firle Place. We enjoyed the house especially, 
looking at all the different paintings and we 
learnt lots about the area and the history of the 
building itself. 

Another outing was with Samuel, Harry and 
Luke who went to Sky High trampolining. They 
had a fantastic time. Jay celebrated his 19th 
birthday and went out for dinner with Jacob. 
Matthew has been working on his War Hammer 
and is now ready to paint it. Pietro has been 
going Pokémon hunting and out for dinner. 
Nathan has been making great progress putting 
his costume together! We have also been to 
the Triangle swimming. Everyone loved going 
around the rapids and down the slides!

Preston Road

During the week Preston Road have been 
working hard with independence skills, 
cooking, and travel training to name a few. At 
the weekend Daniel, Joe W and Joe S visited 
the science museum and had a great day out. 
Brighton beach offers a beautiful sunset as you 
can see - Sam, Tom and Daniel posing on the 
beach. 



College Residential  
College View 

Here at College View we have been getting out 
and about in the community to do some fun 
and at times, ever so delicious activities.  The 
guys have been out for dinner at Pizza Hut 
at Brighton Marina and had an amazing time. 
They chose exactly what they wanted from the 
menu, giving their order to the waiting staff and 
couldn’t wait for it to be brought out! 

We have also been walking around Queens Park 
after college regularly and buying a healthy 
snack from the shop on the way home. The 
swings are an ever popular choice at the park, 
some of the guys are able to reach unbelievable 
heights! 

Borradaile 

The residents at Borradaile have been working 
hard to gain personal skills and independence. 
They have been practicing putting their laundry 
in the washing machine, cleaning their rooms 
and preparing meals with support. 

As well as the daily tasks taking place, they 
have spent time using the outside gym, 
bikes, and playing ball/field games whilst the 
weather still permits. Over the coming weeks, 
we look forward to seeing good progress and 
achievements towards targets.



College Residential 
Pier View

Pier View started off the new academic year 
with their ‘learning caps’ securely fastened 
and ready to tackle another year. We have 
welcomed Leon to the house, who moved in 
at the beginning of the year and has settled in 
fantastically!  
 
In-house, everyone continues to work hard 
towards their independent living skills, taking 
more responsibility for their own laundry and 
keeping their bedrooms tidy. 

Martha has moved bedrooms and now has a 
room with an en suite bathroom which she 
is extremely happy about. Over the last few 
weeks Martha has been incorporating her 
daily living tasks into her schedule, not only 
continuing with her room clean but learning 
how to clean her new bathroom too! At the 
weekends, Martha has worked hard to help 
prepare and cook a meal for the house. Her 
practical and organisation skills within the 
kitchen are blossoming and everyone is very 
proud of her achievements. Within the week, 
Martha has started to participate in more group 
activities and has enjoyed bowling, shopping, 
and long country walks in the community. 

Sadie has thoroughly enjoyed returning 
following the summer holidays and has really 
worked hard since being back at Pier View. Her 
independence is shining through, completing 
most of her morning and evening routines 
independently and in the evening running her 
bath herself!  Sadie has also recently started 
going to a weekly trampoline session at Sky 
High Trampoline Park. This is usually the 
highlight of Sadie’s week and she spends the 
entire hour smiling from ear to ear.  Alongside 
this, Sadie has also been working hard with 

her travel training on the public bus and is 
becoming familiar with known routes and 
buses. 

Leon has only been with us for a short few 
weeks but has settled in fantastically to the  
Pier View group and has certainly kept 
everyone laughing! He is keen to continue 
to learn and develop and is always there if 
anyone needs a hand. He has shown fantastic 
independent living skills, helping to clean the 
kitchen, wash up both in the morning and in the 
evening for his entire peer group and maintain 
and clean and tidy his bedroom. Leon has also 
been integrating himself in the local community, 
visiting areas that may be of interest to him 
whilst getting to know his surroundings. He 
has enjoyed many trips out with his peers and 
a favourite has certainly been bowling! Moving 
forward, Leon is looking into a baking course at 
the MET College to further develop his catering 
skills and the potential of joining Unified 
Rhythm, a local drumming session. 



College Residential 
Framfield House

What a start to the year we’ve had over at 
Framfield!  We warmly welcomed two new 
learners to the house, Tom and Joseph, 
who have settled into the house really well.  
Everyone else has been settling back into the 
swing of things and taking full advantage of our 
activities programme. We have been bowling, 
trampolining, visited Laser Quest and our local 
drumming group, David’s favourite - Unified 
Rhythm, check out their Facebook page!  Harry 
has also been on a trip to the miniature railway. 
William celebrated his 21st birthday with a huge 
chocolate cake. 

There’s been a big focus on health so far this 
term with Max and Luke both going to the gym 
and Andrew going for regular runs in the park. 

We’re looking forward to our inter-house talent 
night hosted by Pier View and the Halloween 
Alumni night which gives us a great chance to 
catch up with our friends.

It’s not all been fun and games, there has also 
been some hard work going on with learners 
working on developing their independent 
living skills including taking  part in the Travel 
Training Program, developing life skills such as 
vacuuming and washing up and Joseph is even 
learning how to swim!



College Tutor Groups  
Astrid’s Tutor Group

The tutor group have been focussing on settling 
back into a new academic year at St. John’s.
We have welcomed two new members to the 
group, Daniel and Jo, and have enjoyed seeing 
our familiar faces back too. They've all had a 
great start to the year developing their skills 
from the get-go. 

Daniel has particularly enjoyed making pizzas 
for lunch and Albert has been busy preparing 
very important food for the Governors meeting. 

Johnny joined a group who explored Saddles 
Coombe farm near Devil's Dyke which was a 
fantastic opportunity for a large group of our 
learners to explore the countryside and nature, 
learn about the farm, its history and what it is 
used for now. They also met some animals and 
picked Sussex apples form the orchards.

Schneider was happy to develop his 
independence and communication skills in the 
community. He has used the tills to purchase a 
well-deserved drink after walking all the way to 
the Marina and back before lunch.  

Joseph has been settling into his new session 
and keeping the place tidy in Shine. A lovely 
start to the year and a very busy first half term. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



College Tutor Groups 
Deborah's tutor group

We enjoyed an outing to Drusilla's this term! All 
learners really loved the day and appeared to 
particularly enjoy the animal encounters which 
we all got to experience. Learners were able to 
feel the skin of various dead animals including 
snake, crocodile, bear and zebra before getting 
up close and personal with some live creatures 
including: a snake, lizard, chinchilla and even a 
cockroach! All learners listened to the resident 
expert intently and asked relevant questions 
about the animals; Andrew H. particularly 
enjoyed finding out about which part of the 
world the animals originated from, whilst 
Samuel B. enjoyed finding out which animal 
he was as strong as. Oscar P. said he really 
enjoyed seeing the lemurs and seemed to 
also enjoy seeing what it's like to milk a cow. 
Daniel R. enjoyed taking photographs of the 
different animals and got same great shots of 
the monkeys, whilst Joel really enjoyed spotting 
the various animals and stamping his animal 
spotter book every time he found one.  Before 
eating our packed lunches and returning to 
college, the learners all enjoyed riding the flying 
cheetahs in the Go Safari area of the park. 
Overall it was a great way to spend keyworker 
time where the learners seemed to thoroughly 
enjoy experiencing the different animal 
encounters as well as developing their social 
interactions.

Rory’s Tutor Group

A good term so far for Rory’s Tutor group! 
Molly has been working hard at the garden 
centre on Tuesdays, making some lovely meals 
and interacting with the community. Luke has 
been really focused in his small pond sessions 
and working on an original musical (watch this 
space). The tutor group have been planning 
their involvement in the Christmas musicals, 
and are looking forward to the events to come!

 



College Tutor Groups 
Adam’s Tutor Group 

The start of the new academic year and we 
welcome back to the tutor group Pietro and 
Brett, and say hello to our new learner Leon. 
Wow! what a creative bunch. Leon has been 
sharing with the group his love for Bollywood 
music. Highlights have included singing and 
dancing during karaoke sessions. Brett has 
been exploring new technologies to make 
immersive soundscapes during his music 
therapy sessions. Pietro has been channelling 
his inner rock star and practicing his guitar at 
Small Pond studio. Exciting news for our tutor 
group, both Leon and Brett will be representing 
us in the annual Christmas production, Leon as 
the King in Snow White and Brett as the Prince 
in Cinderella. We look forward to more creative 
pursuits throughout the year.

Catherine’s tutor group

Catherine’s tutor group have been enjoying the 
new Friday afternoon Wellbeing sessions. Our 
group have been making healthy smoothies to 
teach the learners new and delicious ways to 
get your 5 a day. They have also been learning 
how to prepare the fruit and even enjoyed 
lessons in opening avocados. They all really 
enjoy experimenting and of course drinking 
the smoothies they make! Pictured is Gregor 
choosing raspberries for his drink.



College Education 
The St. John’s Radio Show

It’s been a tremendous start to the radio show 
(or should we say shows) this academic year. 
Building on the resounding success of last year, 
the St. John’s Radio Show’s reach has grown in 
more ways than one. At the college, Coastway 
Hospital Radio has offered our learners a  
two-hour slot on a Wednesday - 1pm until 3pm 
– doubling the amount of time from last year. 
Royal Sussex Radio Director Anthony Martin 
has commented, 

“We love the work that goes 
on. The shows sound really 
fun and engaging!” 

The show’s September return, based off-site at 
the Sussex House campus, has seen recurring 
features from last year such as the ‘theme of 
the week’ and ‘Brighton’s Entertainment News’, 
in addition to new aspects such as ‘St. John’s 
Recommends...’ and ‘What’s the sign?’. The 
Speech and Language Therapy (SaLT) team 
have become welcome contributors to the 
show, working closely with DJ G-Man and DJ 
Natty J. In the coming months, the show will 
be looking into more ways of raising awareness 
and funds for St. John’s  
using our talented media team. You’ll also  
have an opportunity to meet the DJs. So,  
watch this space.

Listen here: every Wednesday at 1pm.  

https://www.coastway.org.uk/



College Education

This term those that are completing the John 
Muir award, along with a few other Flourish 
team members, visited Saddlescombe Farm 
and New Timber Hill, which is just along from 
Devil's Dyke.

We were really fortunate to be paired with nine 
National Trust volunteers and to have Louise 
Buckley as our guide, we learnt so much from 
her. We also went on a tour of the farm, the 
cottage garden, scullery and we were allowed 
to stroke a chicken. We really enjoyed working 
as part of a team to harvest apples from the 
orchard and ate apples straight from the tree. 
We also saw the old donkey wheel which was 
built by the Knights Templar and was used 
for drawing up drinking water from the well. 
It was wonderful to get a chance to discover 
and enjoy this beautiful wild space that is on 
our doorstep which is what the John Muir is all 
about. 
 



College Education

This term has again been a busy one for 
Solutions. Orders for the new term have 
come in thick and fast and we have been 
able to process them in a timely fashion for 
all areas across the school, residential and 
college. Internal work experience placements 
have continued to be of huge success and 
benefit to the college community. William 
B has now started a permanent work 
experience placement in reception, supporting 
with general admin, email and telephone 
correspondence tasks. Harry E continues to 
complete his weekly work experience within 
the HR department, and has become an asset 
to the team. Harry completes a wide variety 
of tasks, including filing, resource making, 
reprographic work, and inputting information 
into spread sheets. Johnathon L also completes 
a weekly work experience placement in the 
Finance department, completing a cash count 
of the safe which develops his functional 
numeracy, and counting skills. The rest of the 
Solutions team have continued to support 
the maintenance and development of the 
department, with resource making, paper 
orders and distributing resources. 



College Education 

English

Worried

When I am worried I like to look at the colour 
yellow.

When I am worried I like to eat bourbon 
biscuits.

When I am worried when I walk in the door 
from college the smell of Gerry’s cooking 
cheers me up. 

When I am worried I like to watch TV. 

When I am worried I like to listen to The 
Dubliners.

By Joseph S

4/10/18

Love 

Colour for a heart is red and pink It tastes like a 
pack of love hearts. It smells like midnight kiss 
perfume. It looks like a shining love heart. 
It sounds like Whitney Houston I will always 
love you. It feels soft like a hug

By Lauren A 

27/9/18



College Education 

English

The Marriage Trip

There once was a couple invited to a marriage, 
they decided to travel inside a carriage. They 
sat on top as the horses got ready, the carriage 
began to move quite steadily. They moved and 
moved as the horses got faster, the husband 
and wife talked with laughter as the husband 
also mentioned his father. They enjoyed the 
journey with joyness and glee going and 
entering the green wildered woods. The road 
got bumpier, rough and mucky as the husband 
got knocked by a tree trunk unluckily. Down he 
fell in the mucky mud, covered in waste with 
a bump on his head, the wife so shocked she 
stopped the carriage and saw her husband very 
embarrassed.

By Denzel DS

4.10.18

Love 

Rose are Red 
I feel romantic.
It makes me warm. 
She smells a nice perfume. 
She has nice smooth and long dark hair. 
She sounds like a sunny day at the beach. 
She is sparkly.
You make my heart go boom, boom 
And the touch is soft as a feather.    

by David P

27/9/18

 
 
 

Happy

Happy is yellow like the sun shining in the sky.
It tastes like Chilli Con Carne and Garlic bread.
It smells like red roses in the supermarket.
Happy is bright like the robin tweeting.
Happy sounds like Feel It by Portugal the Man. 
Happy feels like calm, sleeping lions.

By William B 

27/9/18



History book 
Earlier this year we commissioned local 
Historian Simon Smith who is Chairman of 
the Kemptown Society, to write a book about 
St. John’s fascinating history over the past 
143 years since Sister Jane Borradaile set it 
up as a convalescent home for sick children, 
predominantly from the East End of London. 
There are lots of fascinating pictures taken 
from the originals in our archives to illustrate 
this very good read. If you would like to buy 
a copy or maybe several to give as Christmas 
presents you can do this at both the Seaford 
and Brighton receptions for £10.00 and also 
on line through Amazon if it is easier to have it 
delivered.

This picture shows, from left to right:  
Dr. L. Parkyn (Chair of Governors)  
Harry W-T (Learner who assisted)  
Lucy Howells (Marketing)  
Lloyd Russell-Moyle MP (Patron) 



Fundraising
Wow what an amazing few months we’ve had 
since our July issue of St. John’s Life!
We have been super busy this first half of 
the term – I can’t quite believe how quickly 
it’s gone!! Lots of great news stories and 
fundraising updates already and we’re only 
heading into week 6!

At the beginning of the term we saw local 
community group ‘The Bakers Bottom’ and 
the Round Georges pub choose St. John’s as 
the charity to benefit from their street party, 
The day was a resounding success and the 
community raised a fantastic £1020 for the 
school and college. 

Earlier in the term we held a triple launch 
which saw professionals and community bodies 
coming together to share knowledge and 
expertise at the Chartered College Networking 
event. Professor Sarah Parsons from 
Southampton University was our guest speaker 
and had some very interesting points and ideas 
she shared with the group.  The event was a 
resounding success and we look forward to 
the next one. On this evening we also launched 
our solar panels project. We have partnered 
with Ovesco to have solar panels added to 
our Seaview building in the summer which has 
already seen us save over a ton of carbon and 
soon hope to see a return on investment. At the 
moment the college is using as much energy as 
it is generating so we should see a huge saving 
in our energy bills. With this we are offering 
our supporters the chance to sponsor a panel 
– more information on how to do this can be 
found on our donation page:

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/SolarPanel  

Our third launch was for our history book – 
which you can now buy via Amazon or in the 
school or college reception.  This has been well 

received by local historians and we hope you 
will find it equally interesting! 
This term our learners are also working on a 
big music project with the UK Foo Fighters 
supporting St. John’s in the lead up to and on 
the night of their Concorde 2 gig on the 3rd 
November. Learners have put a band together 
and learnt ‘One of These Days’ by the Foo 
Fighters – you can follow their progress on 
our St. John’s social media pages (Facebook, 
Twitter and Youtube). The UK Foo Fighters aim 
to raise £5k for music projects at the college 
and you can sponsor here: 

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/
UKFooFighters 



Fundraising 
We are very lucky to have been chosen as 
charity partner for Brighton Marathon in 2019 
and have a number of charity places up for 
grabs, so if you want to run or know anyone 
who wants to run for St. John’s and raise more 
vital funds for the school and college then 
please ask them to get in touch with me to 
discuss further!

We have now hit over 1000+ followers on 
Twitter and Facebook and have now added 2 
more channels. If you haven’t already, please 
follow us on Facebook, Twitter, Youtube and 
Instagram – we will update you with the most 
recent news as it breaks! 

Facebook: @StJohnsSussex 

Twitter: @stjohns_sussex 

Instagram: stjohns.sussex 

Youtube: search St. John’s School and College 
and you will see our logo, there are many 
vidoes! 

Over at the school we have now completed 
our fundraising for the outdoor improvement 
project and we look forward to spending the 
£28,000 to make our extensive grounds into 
a sensory/educational station trail - watch this 
space for updates and building announcements!  

Finally we would like to say a huge thank you 
for the ongoing support over the years from the 
Downlands Trust who are now in the process of 
winding down the trust.  We were selected to 
benefit from a final donation and are so pleased 
to announce they have awarded us £60,000 to 
use on our sensory projects in both Seaford and 
Brighton. As you can imagine this is a huge  
 
 

Chloe from Education at the end of her 
marathon run.

Lloyd Russell-Moyle MP at the launching of our 
solar panel system.

injection of money and we can’t wait to start 
improving the facilities from this generous 
donation.

I think you’ll agree the first half term has been 
hugely successful for St. John’s and we hope 
this is the start of an amazing year! 

Have a great half term!

Emma Millar

Fundraising & Marketing



A Letter from Karen 
Dear Parents/Care,

The start of the new academic year has 
been very productive as usual. In addition to 
welcoming new and continuing learners in 
to the College community I am delighted to 
announce that we have had 4 new teachers join 
our existing teaching team. Loki Grey joins us 
to teach Life Skills, Carol Mc Quaid is teaching 
PSHE, Carol Stevens is teaching Art and Lynn 
Clark is teaching our learners who are following 
the ‘Involve’ learning programme. Alexander 
Wendt who is an Assistive Technologist also 
joins us for 2 days a week to develop our use 
of technology in supporting learners in their 
learning. We also welcome 13 new Learning 
Support Workers and a number of Wellbeing 
assistants who are all settling into their roles 
providing a range of expertise and additional 
support for our young people.

During the summer break we have been moving 
a number of teaching rooms and purchasing 
display boards to improve the teaching and 
learning environments. This has been very well 
received and the learners have easily accepted 
the changes made.

Timetables are in full swing and learners have 
been engaged in a range of learning activities, 
including mastering their photography skills 
on and off site, working with National Trust 
volunteers at Saddlescombe farm and a walk 
up Newtimber Hill , working with Zest staff car 
valeting and engaging with our new external 
careers service called My Future Starts Here.

The first Learner Council meeting has been held 
with a somewhat large membership, all buzzing 
with enthusiasm and appropriately chaired 
by Rosie our Speech and Language therapist 
along with other supporting staff. We have 
also had our first learner volunteer for the role 

of learner Governor and this is Martha. Martha 
attended the recent Governors meeting and did 
an excellent job of providing her own feedback 
and feedback on behalf of other learners.

Two learners have had their marvellous art work 
exhibited in Brighton; Aida’s was shown at the 
i360 and Johnny’s at the Phoenix art gallery.

The College hosted the first SE SEND Network 
Event at the end of September where learners 
representing the college provided excellent 
hospitality skills both meeting and greeting and 
helping to produce the amazing buffet!

Well done to all learners, in addition to the ones 
mentioned here, for getting the term off to a 
very positive start!

I look forward to seeing some of you at either 
the parents consultation meeting event at the 
end of next week or the parent coffee morning 
after half term.

I wish you all a very enjoyable half term break,

Kind regards

Karen Grist

College Principal






